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}.5_1}2, rir show
1, The first formation was made up of sinyle~ensine aircfaf'h; the second and

thirc forrations were tuwin-enpine borbers. The fourth fornation was not
recallec. The filth fornation consisted of four-engine low-wing monoplanes

with wings - fitted in the irst third ol the fuselage. The sixth formation
was not mcallcd., The seventh formation cousisted of  jet Ffighters.

2o Jdot firhters observec incluced airera.t with swept-back wings and elevator
asserily set highy & rerafl vitt couvenlional wiis ond a step in the

usclag ey and uircraf t wilii swept=back win;s which had a bend. to the rear

i thelr middle, Power plant projecting beyond leadin; edgre of each wing.

]

3. Carpo gliders viere also observed,

he The orders to the erews were transmiited b means of sifnal lighls. The
oryanization o1 the approach was excellent,

Denonstrations

5. The rir Dighting, of which details were not remenbered, was followed by
demonstrations Ly the jot ti hters. # total of 15 planes of the types
mentioned participated. The individual planes spproached in single file
at an altitude of 150 to 200 meters st nost, then ass 1 in a {;roap of

tirce flights, flyin; one behind the other. The di to

ingtip was®payirum of 75 com The 50x1-HUM

individual j«t planes perfornmecd the most difficull stunt flyin: maneuvers.

Fach now fornation would dive, sirmultaneously breakin; lormsation. There-

upon eacl plane would pull out of the dive shortly above ground; and they

ail goemed so cvenly that the old formation was restored at an altitude

of about U470 meters. '

6, To cdemonstrate the darin:; character ol these mancuvers 50X1-HUM
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a Soviet colonel struck a house iu the viecinity of the airfield, 50X1-HUM
an uceident which was later reported in the newspapers in detail.

7. The seme maneuvers were later carried out by a&ll the jet fighters fly-
ing in Ilirhts and a formation of nine. Forner Cerman firhter pilots
who timed lhe speed of ihe Jel Dighiers said that they had a speed of
nore than 1,000 kw/h. 411 the former “erman Air Ferce officers said
that. they had not believed the Soviet flyérs is be capable of such
first-clasc performance. At the conclusion of the show all the jei
firhters circled the field several times, fiying in perfect single
file foruwation.

Parachule and Air Landing Limeuvers

P

EEY

U. Tour grouns of ftwin-engine Douglas plenes flew side by side, followed

by two rore such formations (totaling more than a wing)j the inter-

val betwesn the individual planes was about ene wingspan, the

distance from aireraft to aircraft, two aiveraft lengths. As soon as  90X1-HUM
the first forrations were over the middle of tiae Tield the parachutists

would jump sirmultaneously in larpe groups, the aircraft contine .

fii-ht in their former course and formation. ‘ ‘

Qa&l ithe parachutists would land within a marked olf area in
e center ol the field. o details available on the size of the narked
of{ area. ) 50X1-HUM

Uomparison Letween the 1919 Parade and Previous Air Shows.

9. Comparcé with the 1940 parace th- lerpe number of four-ens:ine bembers
participaiin, in the 1949 air show was striking., The thres different
types of jet fizhlers were scen [lying together for the first time. The
1949 shov was much more comprehensive and many more aircralt participated
in it than in the previous air shows.

10. the orgonization ol the show, ihe speed al which the progwam was displayed
auG the guzlity of Lhe performances were excellent and revealed an el‘fi~5ox1 "HUM
clency which he had previously not believed possible. | |

11, Air force officers particularly stressed the small intervils between the
plares Ilying in formation. The Loviets had always been far behind the
Gerrans and ‘mcricans in this field.

12, 50X1-HUM
The Soviet iir Force, which: was expanded after the war on an encrmous
scale, had shown weak points snd a lack of experience prier to the begin-
ning ol 1949 particularly in ihe technieue of formation flying. The con-
sicerable progress made until the end of this year, not only in the {ield
of pilot training, but also in the cesigning and developmeni of new
types of Jjet [i hters and four~en;ine plancs cannot be denied, MNot only5ox1 -HUM
the Sovi-t population but also the iormer German iir Forece oificers were
d eply impressed by lhe 1949 air show, | |
‘ \similar displays ol sizable formations of four-
engine plencs have simultaneously telen place i many Sovist towns,

50X1-HUM

Leneral Data on the Levelop-ent of JSoviet  viation

13.  bvery unprejudiced observer must admit tiat Soviet aviation made large
strides by the enc of 1949. This progress has been mace possille aflter
sone years of systematic preparation, includins the construction of airpe-

craft factories and 2irfields, the ass’emwenl of lorye nunbers of
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obsolescent plapes for training purposes in addition to an ever ip-
creasing propaganda for the imporitance of air pewer. This propress
has been achiaved in both military and eivil aviation.

. The pilot training is organized om such a broad basis that the suc-
cess of blds work became visible only after a couple of years. But
this procedurc resulted in the availability of s large number of goosd
pilots.

15, The most essential ‘dilference between the Sovict sir Force and all the
other sir forces in the world is in the relationship between the pilot
a:d his plane. sach soviet pilot is also a mechanic, and is in a posi-
tion to perform all repair work with simple toels., This resultis in
the advactore that the pround personnel required for the Seviet Alr
Forcs is only a Imaciion of thial required by oller alr forces. Kven
the sovict pilol officer must help repair his plane alter conclusioa
of his mission. lie is proud of this effort, since Soviet propaganda
and training follows the line of ielling him thabt he soon will be far
superior to his futvre opponent beenasge of his will power and achieve~
ments,

16. This willingness bo excel plays a very important role in the technical
trainin; of the Sovieb wasses. It is not Ly accident that the unskile
led worker is so poorly paid in the Y.5.35.R., wihile the system of incentive
payuents has bLeen developed in all enterprises connected with aviation.

50X1-HUM
17 | |the doviets are building up their air
force and their aviation system on an enormous scale, ¥ .
50X1-HUM
# Corment., The description of the 1949 Air sShow in Noscow was
The startin; phint | to convey impressions on the elficiency
of Soviet aviators. indirectly reflects those held by former S0X1-HUM
Gerran Adr Force offit en as Hartmann, Gral and other Tighter pilots

who are familiar with the combat techniques of ihe Soviet fighter pilots
and who were deeply impressed by the progress mrade by Soviet .aviatiorn
Graf shot down 200, and llartmann 301 Sovietl plaues. 50X1-HUM
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